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This is one of three presentations on the Trees of Norfolk covering: 

Part 1:  Broadleaf trees 

Part 2: Shrubs and smaller trees 

Part 3: Coniferous trees 
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Trees in Norfolk 

12,000 years ago the glaciers of the last ice-age 

began to retreat from Norfolk, leaving a tundra-like 

landscape.  As the climate warmed, successional 

vegetation such as birch scrub (10,000 - 8000 BC) 

and hazel and oak woodland (from 8000 BC) would 

have filled much of the landscape. 

The land bridge to the continent was inundated by 

the sea about 6500 BC. At this time primitive man 

would have made only a minimal impact on the 

predominantly forest landscape, but from 3000 BC 

onwards, new cultures came to Norfolk with 

agricultural traditions and patterns of animal 

husbandry which required the clearance of land. 

Over the ensuing millennia, the development of 

social structures and consequent division of land 

using earth banks and hedgerows, would create the 

mosaic of landforms which we see today, and 

within which trees are such a dominant factor. 

Trees provided fuel and raw materials for building 

and for stock control. The woodland resource was 

carefully managed through processes of:  

coppicing ï cutting trees at ground level so they 

regenerated to provide a cyclical harvest of poles; 

pollarding ï cutting trees at 6-8 feet to allow 

regrowth above the heads of grazing livestock; and 

standards ï mature trees to give the most valuable 

timber for house and ship building. 

This guide to the broadleaf trees of Norfolk focuses 

on the native trees of the county, and on long-

standing introductions such as Sweet Chestnut and 

Sycamore, though it does include some more 

recent introductions. It does not deal with exotic 

introductions to parkland landscapes or to the 

urban street environment. 

For an account of tree plantings in central Norwich 

see Rex Hancyôs ñNotable Trees of Norwichò 

(N&NNS occasional publication no. 10). 

Species are listed in alphabetical order of the family 

name (eg Silver Birch comes under ñBò). Each page 

usually shows a mature tree and close ups of 

leaves, blossom or fruit. 

It is hoped that this presentation and the 

companion guides to shrubs and conifers will allow 

users to identify most of the commoner trees and 

shrubs in the Norfolk landscape, and that it may 

encourage them to go out into the countryside and 

compile their own portfolio of favourite tree pictures 

through the seasons. 



Alder 
Alnus glutinosa 

A tree of wet places often coppiced by 

regular cutting.  The broad, rounded 

leaves are strongly ribbed on the 

underside. The small cones are about 

1cm long and attractive to wintering birds. 

The purple catkins appear in Spring. 



Ash 
Fraxinus excelsior 

A native species now at risk from ash die-

back disease.  The fingered leaves are 

easily brought down in storms.  In winter 

look for the black buds and clusters of 

seeds called ash keys. 



Aspen 
Populus tremula 

The Aspen is a member of the Poplar 

family which can be recognised by its 

round shivering leaves which tremble in 

the slightest of breezes with an audible 

whispering sound.  Other members of the 

Poplar family with a similar habit have 

more triangular leaves. 

It suckers freely and can be found in 

woods and carrs across much of Norfolk, 

but is absent from the higher ground in the 

north-west of the county and from the 

Fens. 



Beech 
Fagus sylvatica 

Native in the south of Britain.  In Norfolk it 

has been grown in areas of wood pasture 

and there are many fine examples in parks 

throughout the county. Leaves go russet in 

autumn, the fruit is called ñbeech mastò. 



Downy Birch 
Betula pubescens 

Widespread across the county but less 

common than the more familiar Silver Birch. 

The bark is browner than Silver Birch and 

lacks the bosses found in that species. The 

twigs are downy and the leaves rhomboid. 



Silver Birch 
Betula pendula 

A familiar tree of light acid soils readily 

colonising ungrazed heathland.  

The strange twiggy growths illustrated 

below are known as witches brooms and 

are galls caused by mycroplasma-like 

organisms. 


