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Shieldbugs are members of the heteroptera, 

or true-bugs, a sub-order of insects with over 500 

different species in Gt Britain. 

 

The shieldbugs take their name from their 

distinctive outline which resembles a heraldic 

shield. The forewing is leathery with a 

membranous tip (see front cover illustration).  The 

hindwing is transparent and is folded out of sight 

when the insect is at rest. 

 

The larval forms are like miniature versions of the 

adult but may have a different colour pattern and 

are without wings.  They pass through five 

nymphal instars before moulting into fully winged 

adults.  Many species hibernate so that adults 

can be seen in both autumn and spring. 

 

The group contains both herbivorous and 

carnivorous species, both of which feed by 

sucking fluids through a syringe-like ñrostrumò  or 

beak which is folded under the body when not in 

use. 

 

Historically, only the largest and most common 

shieldbugs had standard English names, but the 

Field Studies Council, in an attempt to popularise 

the group, has given English names to all species 

in its laminated Guide to the Shieldbugs of the 

British Isles.  We have used the same names in this 

presentation, except for a few species where 

different names have been adopted by the national 

recording scheme. For formal use the two-part 

scientific names should always be used. 

 

Five families are considered in this presentation: 

 

Å The Acanthosomatidae (keeled shieldbugs) 

with four Norfolk species. 

 

Å The Pentatomidae (typical shieldbugs) with 

thirteen species in Norfolk. 

 

Å The Scutelleridae (tortoise shieldbugs) with 

two species in Norfolk. 

 

Å The Cydnidae (burrowing shieldbugs) with 

recent records for four species in Norfolk. 

 

Å The Coreidae, also known as leatherbugs, with 

nine species on the county list, six of which are 

illustrated. 

 

Species are presented in alphabetical order within 

their family groups, with different background 

colours to distinguish the families. 



Hawthorn Shieldbug 

Acanthosoma haemorrhoidale (L.) 

Adult - Hans Watson Nymph - David Richmond 

Common and widespread 

throughout the British Isles 

(length 14mm). 

 

Found in gardens and 

open spaces where it 

feeds on hawthorn berries 

and foliage and on other 

rosaceous shrubs. 

 

Birch Shieldbug 

Elasmostethus interstinctus (L.) 

 
Common and widespread across Britain and Ireland. 

(length 8-10mm). 

 

Feeds on cones and foliage of birch and very rarely 

on alder. Nymphal stages are green. 

 

David Richmond 

Acanthosomatidae 



Parent Bug 

Elasmucha grisea  (L.) 

 
Common in birch woodland from May to October, 

where it feeds on foliage and cones. Also on alder. 

(length 8mm). 

 

This species is remarkable for the femaleôs habit of 

standing over and protecting her eggs until they 

hatch. She then leads the young onto fresh leaves 

and remains with them throughout their nymphal 

stages. 

Rob Coleman 

Juniper Shieldbug 

Cyphostethus tristriatus  (Fab.) 

 
Formerly restricted to the southern counties, this 

species has now spread throughout England. It was 

first recorded in Norfolk in 1976  (length 10mm). 

 

It is thought to have been always present on native 

Juniper where it feeds on cones and leaves, but 

moved to cypresses in the late 20th century. It is now 

increasing and much more widespread. 

 

Hans Watson 

Acanthosomatidae 



Bishopôs Mitre Shieldbug 

Aelia acuminata  (L.) 
 

Spreading north to the midlands. 

(length 5-9mm). 

 

A local insect in Norfolk but often common where 

found. Feeds on seedling grasses and wild carrot. 

It has a distinctive outline with head and shoulders 

tapering smoothly to a point. 

Blue Shieldbug 

Zicrona caerulia  (L.) 

 
Widespread in Britain and Ireland but with a 

scattered distribution (length 6.5mm). 

 

A great predator of beetles and their larvae, 

particularly Altica sp leaf beetles, also small 

caterpillars. 

Rob Coleman Pentatomidae 

Rob Coleman 



Bronze Shieldbug 

Troilus luridus  (Fab.) 

Widespread in England, 

Ireland and Wales. 

(length 11mm). 

 

A predatory species 

identified by the broad 

yellow band on the 

penultimate antennal 

segment. Nymphal stages 

much more colourful. 

Adult -Hans Watson Nymph - David Richmond 

Common Green Shieldbug 

Palomena prasina  (L.) 

 
Common and widespread in southern Britain, but 

sparse north of the Wash (length 12-13mm). 

 

In late summer, the green immatures are frequently 

seen on bramble and nettle leaves. Adults become 

bronze coloured in  late Autumn before going into 

hibernation. They become bright green again before 

re-emergence in spring. 

David Richmond Pentatomidae 



Crucifer Shieldbug 

Eurydema olercacea  (L.) 

 
This species has been spreading north from the 

Home Counties and was first recorded in Norfolk in 

2008 (length 6.5mm). 

 

The ground colour can be dark green, and the spots 

creamish or red.  It feeds on crucifers and brassicas. 

Rob Coleman 

Gorse Shieldbug 

Piezodorus lituratus  (Fab.) 

 
Widespread, north to northern Scotland. 

(length 10-12mm). 

 

Found wherever gorse or broom grows in quantity. 

Can be particularly active on warm spring days after 

hibernation when it flies readily on heathland sites. 

Rob Coleman Pentatomidae 



Hairy Shieldbug (or Sloe Bug) 

Dolycoris baccarum  (L.) 

 
Locally common across southern England and in 

Wales  (length 11-12mm). 

 

It is covered in long, fine brown hairs and is typically 

found around the edges of woodland or in dry 

grassland on a range of flowering plants. Its 

alternative name of Sloe Bug would appear to be a 

misnomer as it has no particular association with 

Blackthorn. 
David Richmond 

Heather Shieldbug 

Rhacognathus punctatus  (L.) 

 
Sporadic and local in Britain and Ireland. 

(length 7.5mm). 

 

A heathland and dune species which feeds on beetle 

larvae among heather. It is extremely difficult to find 

and is probably under-recorded in Norfolk with just 

two county records from East Winch and Winterton. 

 

Look for the distinctive cream band on the hind leg. 

Pentatomidae David Richmond 


