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NORFOLK & NORWICH NATURALISTS’ SOCIETY . . .
The Society was founded in 1869 and became a registered charity in 1985
with registration number 291604. Its governing instrument is the
constitution adopted on 4 March, 1983 as amended on 22 March, 1985,
16 March, 1999 and 21 March, 2006.
The management of the affairs of the Society is in the hands of a Council
consisting of Vice Presidents, officers and elected members as listed
opposite.
The Society President is nominated by Council to serve for one year and is
a person who has made a significant contribution to the understanding of
natural history.

The objectives of the Society are:
·

to promote, organise, carry on and encourage education of the public
and study and research for the advancement of knowledge in natural
sciences and to protect endangered species.

To furtherance of the above objects but not further or otherwise the
Society may:
publish papers on the natural sciences, especially those relating to
Norfolk.
· encourage the exchange of information between naturalists by means
of meetings and excursions.
· protect endangered species by the collection of information, cooperative surveys, investigations and the dissemination of the useful
results of such investigations.
· do all such other lawful things as shall further the attainment of the
above objects.
·

. . . Researching Norfolk’s Wildlife
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Council has pleasure in presenting this Annual Report and Accounts for the
year ending December 31�� 2015.
Membership at the end of 2015 stood at 648 (652 in 2014).
The Society ended the year with general account reserves of £18,154 - an increase
of £4400 on the previous year. This was a consequence of the delayed production
of the combined 2014-15 edition of Transactions. Had that been produced and
mailed to members before the end of the year then finances would probably have
broken even. Peet Fund reserves at year-end were £8851, the only expenditure
having been for computer equipment and software to support the bird recording
team in the preparation of the annual Bird Report. The Peet Fund needs to be
managed carefully over the next few years in order to be able to support any special
initiatives for the Society’s 150th anniversary in 2019.
Five evening talks were held during the year at St. Andrew’s Church Hall, Easton.
In general, audiences have been larger than in recent years, never dipping below
40 and reaching very nearly 100 for Stuart Newson’s talk on bat recording. I would
like to thank those who regularly arrange the hall, serve refreshments and set up
the projector. Subjects have included Rum and St. Kilda, Canada’s Wild West, Flies,
South Georgia and Bat Monitoring. Our speakers have informed and entertained
us and we are grateful for all their efforts. During this period, the Photographic
Group has met five times to share images and techniques, including images of
Indian wildlife. The Photographic Group continues to attract a good number of
regular attenders but is open to all members. By the time this Report is distributed,
Bob Ellis will have given his Presidential Address on arable plants entitled
Muckweed, Sandweed and Buddle. We thank him for his year as President and his
continuing encouragement of the Society’s plant recorders.
Our summer programme included seven field meetings which have been as diverse
as ever, including the Blickling Estate (lichens), Ringstead Downs, BTO Nunnery
Lakes Thetford, Claxton Manor Estate, Redgrave and Lopham Fen (plants and Raft
Spiders), Burnham Overy Staithe (birds, plants and fungi) and Shouldham Warren
(mosses). Attendance has been variable but all provide an opportunity to share
knowledge and enthusiasm. The Research Group has continued to focus on
Winterton Dunes, which has received several visits from County Recorders and will
be continued through 2016.
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The programme of workshops has again been generally well supported with topics
including plant identification, grasshoppers and crickets, earthworms, and fungi.
We are grateful for the time and effort given by tutors, both in preparation and
delivery of the workshops.
Two volumes of Transactions (2014 and 2015) are in the editing stage and will be
published early in 2016. These will include detailed reports from a wide range of
county recorders.
The 2014 Bird & Mammal Report was published in November. This was a month
later than in recent years due to changes in the bird-recording process. This has
now reverted to previous arrangements and I am particularly grateful to Dave and
Jacquie Bridges and their team for bringing the Report back on track. The continued
high quality of the publication is a tribute to those who bring the material together
and present it in an attractive way, including Andy Stoddart (Bird Report Editor),
Francis Farrow (Mammal Report Editor), Peter Lindsley (layout) and Julian Bhalerao
(Photographic Editor).
The Norfolk Natterjack, our quarterly newsletter, is widely appreciated by members
and allows them to contribute a diverse range of articles, notes and photographs.
The May 2015 issue was the first in a new style in full colour, edited and designed
by Francis Farrow, which was very well received.
In 2015 the Society was represented at Wild About the Wensum, The Norfolk Bird
Fair at Mannington, Wild About Norfolk and several other events and bioblitzes,
including those of the National Trust in the Blakeney area.
An increasing strength of the Society is the way we work with other organisations.
The relationship between the NNNS and the Norfolk Biodiversity Information
Service (NBIS) is strong and the two organisations now jointly support the large
team of County recorders. These organisations are developing working agreements
with recorders to cover their roles in the acquisition, storage and transmission of
biological records.
Management of the Society is through its Council but much of the day-to-day
organisation of affairs is achieved through its four committees. I am very grateful
for the way in which so many contribute to the running of the Society but there is
always opportunity for more. In 2015, Anne Crotty and Dan Hoare come to the end
of their term of office as members of Council and I thank them for their service.
Tony Leech, Chairman.
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INDEPENDENT EXAMINER’S REPORT
Report to the
trustees/ members of
On accounts for
the year ended
Set out on
Respective
responsibilities of
trustees and
examiner

Basis of independent
examiner’s statement

NORFOLK & NORWICH NATURALISTS’ SOCIETY

31 DECEMBER, 2015

Charity no

291604

Following pages
The charity's trustees are responsible for the
preparation of the accounts. The charity’s trustees
consider that an audit is not required for this year
under section 144 of the Charities Act 2011 (the
Charities Act) and that an independent examination is
needed. It is my responsibility to:
· examine the accounts under section 145 of the
Charities Act,
· to follow the procedures laid down in the general
Directions given by the Charity Commission
(under section 145(5)(b) of the Charities Act, and
· to state whether particular matters have come to
my attention.
My examination was carried out in accordance with
general Directions given by the Charity Commission.
An examination includes a review of the accounting
records kept by the charity and a comparison of the
accounts presented with those records. It also
includes consideration of any unusual items or
disclosures in the accounts, and seeking
explanations from the trustees concerning any such
matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide
all the evidence that would be required in an audit,
and consequently no opinion is given as to whether
the accounts present a ‘true and fair’ view and the
report is limited to those matters set out in the
statement below.
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Independent
examiner's
statement

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my
attention
1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in, any
material respect, the requirements:
· to keep accounting records in accordance with section
130 of the Charities Act; and
· to prepare accounts which accord with the
accounting records and comply with the accounting
requirements of the Charities Act have not been met;
or
2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order
to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be
reached.

Signed:

Name:
Relevant
professional
qualification:

Address:

Date:

Sally J Deasley

FMAAT, MICB

Jesmond Dene, 45 Cuttons Corner,
Hemblington,
Norwich, NR13 4PS
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27.1.16

Norfolk & Norwich Naturalists' Society
Registered Charity 291604

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
YEAR ENDING 31 DECEMBER 2015
A Income
A1 Voluntary sources
Subscriptions
Grants / strategic giving
Sundry donations / gift aid recovered
A2 Trading activities (sales / fees)
Bird & Mammal Report (previous year)
Bird & Mammal Report (current year)
Other publications
Workshop/Lecture attendance fees

Unrestricted Funds
General a/c
Peet Fund
£

B Direct charitable expenditure
B1 Programme
Lectures and meetings
Workshops
Exhibitions

Total
2014

£

£

12,759
0
643

12,759
0
643

12,994
0
872

1,165
1,653
419
915

1,165
1,653
419
915

748
2,285
524
1,520

16

16

16

0

17,570

18,958

Unrestricted Funds
General a/c
Peet Fund

Total
2015

Total
2014

£

£

A3 Income from Assets
Interest
A Total income

£

Total
2015

17,570

£

£

600
799
57

0
0
0

600
799
57

675
2,070
0

B2 Publications
Transactions
Bird & Mammal Report
Occasional Publications

0
5,326
0

0
414
0

0
5,740
0

3,125
6,320
1,933

B3 Membership services
Printing and stationery
Postage to members
Website

2,024
2,715
74

0
0
0

2,024
2,715
74

2,353
3,784
50

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

11,595

414

12,009

20,311

B4 Research and education
Research
Education
B Total direct charitable expenditure
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C Other expenditure
C1 Governance
Committee postage
Publication sales postage
Printing & stationery (committee)
Public liability insurance
Miscellaneous
C Total of other expenditure

D Total expenditure (B+C)

Unrestricted Funds
General a/c
Peet Fund
£

£

Total
2015

Total
2014

£

£

206
0
181
620
550

0
0
0
0
0

206
0
181
620
550

313
53
102
620
100

1,556

0

1,556

1,188

Unrestricted Funds
General a/c
Peet Fund

Total
2015

Total
2014

£

£

£

£

B Direct charitable expenditure
C Other expenditure

11,595
1,556

414
0

12,009
1,556

20,311
1,188

D Total expenditure

13,152

414

13,566

21,498

Unrestricted Funds
General a/c
Peet Fund

Total
2015

Total
2014

£

£

E Gross transfers between funds

£

£

E1 Donations assigned to Peet Fund
E2 Share of interest relating to Peet Fund

0
(9)

0
9

0
0

0
0

E Gross transfers between funds

(9)

9

0

0

Unrestricted Funds
General a/c
Peet Fund

Total
2015

Total
2014

F Summary and year end balances

£

Funds brought forward at start of year
A Add total income
D Deduct total expenditure
E Adjust for transfers between funds
F Funds carried forward at end of year
Increase (decrease) in current year

£

£

£

13,745
17,570
(13,152)
(9)

9,256
0
(414)
9

23,001
17,570
(13,566)
0

25,541
18,958
(21,498)
0

18,154
4,409

8,851
(405)

27,005
4,004

23,001
(2,540)
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BALANCE SHEET AT 31 DECEMBER, 2015
G Monetary assets

Unrestricted Funds
General a/c
Peet Fund
£

G1 Cash balances at year end
Barclays Bank plc
Lloyds Bank plc (no 1 account)
Lloyds Bank plc (no 2 account)
Petty cash
G2 Other assets
Debtors (invoiced publications / fees)
Payments in advance
Unbanked cash / cheques
G Total assets

H Liabilities

£

£

0
0
8,851
0

10,779
6,315
9,341
40

6,227
6,269
9,292
25

790
0
0

0
0

790
0
0

1,206
57
350

18,414

8,851

27,265

23,426

Unrestricted Funds
General a/c
Peet Fund

Total
2015

Total
2014

£

£

£

0
240
20

H Total liabilities

260

£

0
240
20

405
0
20

0

260

425

Unrestricted Funds
General a/c
Peet Fund

Total
2015

Total
2014

£

£

£

I Balance carried forward

Total
2014

10,779
6,315
490
40

H1 Uncleared cheques
H2 Sundry creditors
H3 Memberships paid in advance

I Balance at year end (G-H)

£

Total
2015

18,154

D I Richmond, Honorary treasurer (7.1.16)
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£

8,851

27,005

23,001

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS
1. Accounting policies
The accounts are prepared on an accruals basis in accordance with guidance given in Charity
Commission publications:
CC53 Charity Accounts, CC55 Accruals Accounting for the Smaller Charity,
SORP 2005 Accounting and Reporting by Charities.
2. Description of funds
The Society manages its general fund to provide a programme of lectures and meetings, and to fund the
publication of the Transactions of N&NNS and the annual Bird & Mammal Report.
The Peet Fund Special Projects Account is a 'designated fund' maintained by the Society to enhance the
quality of its publications and to support other activities within the Society's objectives.
3. Reserves policy
The Society’s reserves policy is to hold sufficient funds in its general account to cover the annual production
costs of Transactions and the Bird & Mammal Report, so that their publication is independent of the
variability in cash flow from subscriptions and sales.
The end of year balance is higher than normal because of the delayed publication of the combined 20142015 Transactions of N&NNS.
4. Notes on large variances:
A2: Variations in previous year and current year B&M sales reflect differences in publication dates.
B1: Workshop programme reduced to six sessions in 2015 with fewer tutors claiming fees.
(8 sessions in 2014 including 2-day event).
B2: Transactions delayed until 2016, to be published as combined 2014-2015 edition.
B3: Reduced expenditure on postage because of delayed Transactions.
C1: Miscellaneous expenditure includes costs of binding reference copies of Transactions and B&M.
5. Payments to Trustees / trustee benefits
Trustee indemnity insurance was purchased in 2014 and 2015.
6. Independent examination of accounts
C1 miscellaneous expenditure includes £100 honorarium paid to Society independent examiner.
7. Debtors (unpaid invoices at 31.12.15)
B&M sales invoices (Wildsounds, Bird Ventures)
8. Sundry creditors
Eaton St Andrew's PCC - room hire for autumn lectures
9. The Society's bankers are:
Barclays Bank, St Stephen's Branch, 5/7 Red Lion Street, Norwich.
Lloyds Bank, Harvey Lane, Norwich.
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